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INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL LAW 

 

COURSE CODE: 

 

Course Objectives- Widespread violations of international humanitarian law had become a 

practice in the contemporary world. Thus, growing concerns of the international community 

resulted in a demand for international criminal prosecution before an international criminal 

tribunal for those who committed heinous crimes recognized under customary international law 

as a threat to international peace and security. 

 

Course Outcomes: 

1. To understand the issues and challenges with respect to International Criminals 

2. To understand principles and procedures for prosecuting International Criminals 

3. To analyse the development of International Criminal law through various international 

legal documents 

4. To interpret and analyse the International agreements in India to prosecute International 

Criminals 

5. To identify and able to conduct research on emerging trends in International Criminal 

Law. 

 

UNIT-I: Introduction: International Criminal Law, Individual Responsibility: Historical 

Development, Treaty of Versailles, Nuremberg & Tokyo Trials, Genocide Convention, 1948, 

Geneva Convention, 1949, ILC Draft Code of Crimes against the Peace and Security of 

Mankind  

 

UNIT-II: State Sovereignty and International Criminal Law, General Principles of 

International Criminal Law, Crimes and Elements of Crimes, Genocide: Prosecutor V. Akayesu 

(ICTR 1998); Prosecutor v. Krstic ( ICTY2004), Modes of Criminal Responsibility and 

Defences, Prosecutor v Samuel Hinga Norman, Case No. SCSL-2004-14-AR729E, Prosecutor 

V. Blaskic, (ICTY 2004)  

 

 

UNIT-III: International Criminal Court and Tribunals, International Criminal Court, ICC 

Jurisdiction over the Nationals of Non-States parties, International Criminal Tribunal for 

Yugoslavia (ICTY), International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR), The Iraqi Special 

Tribunal, Universal Jurisdiction, Immunities 

 

UNIT-IV: Ex parte Pinochet (UK House of Lords); Belgium’s 1993 Universal Jurisdiction 

law; ICJ, Arrest warrant of 2000 (Congo v .Belgium); Congo v. France, Decisions of the 

International Court of Justice Case Concerning the Application of the Convention on the 

Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (Bosnia and Herzegovina v. Serbia and 

Montenegro) of 26 February 2007 

 

UNIT-V: Special Court for Sierra Leone, Extraordinary Court for Cambodia, Response of 

South Asian Countries to the ICC, Indian Perspectives on the ICC, The Future of International 

Criminal Law  
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